Volume 4 Issue 43

Mary Burnett Presbytery

WITNESSING THE LOVE AND TRANSFORMATION OF JESUS

December 2021

From Ray’s Desk
Advent is a time of preparation for
Christmas and it begins with John the
Baptist calling to prepare the way of
the Lord.

This is such a
wonderful
time of the
year, but the
fact is that
There's a story in John 3 in which
some of John’s followers came to him with all the
craziness
and said ~26 “Rabbi, He who was
with you across the Jordan, to whom going on
you bore witness — look, He is
around us, it's
baptizing, and all are going to Him.” easy to miss.
It's easy to
John's reply wasn’t what they
expected. In essence he said, that’s get lost in the
external things, the material things,
the way it’s supposed to happen.
Then John added these words ~ “He the stressful things to the extent that
must increase, but I must decrease.” it's easy to miss the beauty, the
power, and simplicity of the
That kind of sums up the Christian
Christmas message. That message
life in 7 words!!
is ~“For God so loved the world, that
John the Baptist captured the
He gave His only Son, that whoever
essence of what it means to be a
believes in Him should not perish but
follower of Christ. He is to become
have eternal life. For God did not
greater; I am to become less. John’s send His Son into the world to
role was to lead people to see Jesus. condemn the world, but in order that
There’s a sense in which our job, our the world might be saved through
purpose is to do the same thing. We Him.” – John 3:16-17
are to help people see and
experience Jesus by the way we live.
Jesus increases, we decrease! We
(cont. next page)
die . . . so that we may live.
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The Christmas message is that God loves the world, He loves you and He doesn’t want to
condemn you for anything, but wants you to experience the joy and the power of abundant life
today, and eternal life for always. So, rather than feeling the need to grab someone because
they only say "Happy Holidays" - - let’s be the physical representation of Jesus wherever we
go . . . that way we don’t have to say anything . . . instead our actions will show the world who
we are in Christ.
To figure out some things we can do, we look at Luke 3:4-6 as he quotes Isaiah 40
“4 As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, “The voice of one crying in the
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make His paths straight. 5 Every valley shall be
filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall become straight,
and the rough places shall become level ways, 6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”
– Luke 3:4-6

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make His PATHS straight. The Greek word for paths or roads
literally means "a beaten path, a path formed by rubbing or constant use." It meant ‘the king is
coming and if no road exists, you need to beat a path, create one for him. Have you ever noticed there are no cement footpaths when you walk in the woods. Instead, what are there?
Beaten paths. Beaten paths aren’t always easy to create. They have to start with someone.
What if your role this Christmas and beyond, is to do exactly as this passage says - You as a follower of Christ, prepare the way of the Lord. Create a path so that someone, maybe a friend, maybe a family member, a co-worker, a classmate, someone, can journey down
the path to Christ on a path you have created. The paths in some of our family relationships
are cluttered with debris from the past - - weeds, rocks and stumbling blocks, to the point that
no one can get through that path.
At Christmas we're around family we may not care for, there’s some baggage, some resentment, bad feelings. Whatever it is . . . let me encourage you to start to make a path toward
them, a path of reconciliation, a path of mercy, a path of peace and forgiveness. Make room
for God to enter that relationship, so that they can experience the power and presence of the
Spirit of Christ through your spirit. You do this by starting today. Most of us already know our
Christmas plans. Most of them are set in tradition. Today, start praying. Pray for God’s power
and Spirit to fall on you. Ask for whatever it is you need. Ask for the Fruits of the Spirit . Love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control, against
such things there is no law. – Galatians 5:22-23.
Thank you for your prayers and support for me over the past five months. It has been a pleasure to serve you and I trust and pray that you will all have a very blessed Christmas and God’s
blessings for the New Year as you continue to make the paths straight for the Lord.

Grace and Peace
Ray Nutley

Page 2

M A R Y B U R NE T T PR E S B Y T E R Y

Presbytery Meeting Dates 2022
for your diary
March 12 at Nambour UC
Elections will take place for:
= Standing Committee
= Pastoral Relations Committee
= Treasurer - to shadow Peter & take over July
Please Prayerfully consider if you can take on a role
in the life of Presbytery.
Email admin@maryburnettpres.org.au for nomination forms
July 23 - Maryborough
November 11 - 13 Camp Pialba Live in

Upcoming Inductions
Nambour - Sat Jan 22 9am Rev Maile Molitika
BNOC - Sat Feb 12 10am Rev Dave Ellis @ Gayndah UC
PresMin - Fri Mar 11 7pm Ps Graham Huth - Nambour UC the
evening before the Presbytery meeting

Have you read any good books recently?
Email your review to me at admin@maryburnettpres.org.au
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LIGHT UP @ CHRISTMAS!
You’re invited!
15 community organisations in Maleny are joining with us to present the LightUP@Christmas festival from
Saturday, December 18th to 23rd. The lights and facilities will be personed from 6pm – 9pm each evening.
All welcome to drive up, park and walk through the lights trail around the Maleny Uniting Church building
and grounds. Enjoy a tea or coffee or just sit and reflect on the meaning of Christmas at one of a few reflection points. We will be looking for a gold coin donation. All funds raised are contributing to Range Care, a
local not-for-profit that provides support to people who are aging or those who experience disabilities
across the Blackall Range.
Features include plenty parking, family/child friendly facilities and give-aways, tea/coffee and treat served
in opening hours.

The lightUP@Christmas festival culminates in a carols service on Christmas eve
Peter Callaghan, Maleny UC

Mary Burnett Online Services
Bargara - Facebook

Bells - Facebook

Blackall Range - Website

Buderim - YouTube

Bundaberg - YouTube

Caloundra - Facebook

Cooroy/Pomona - Facebook

Glasshouse Country - YouTube

Gympie Uniting Church - YouTube

Standing Committee
and PRC
2022 Meetings
Submissions accepted for
consideration up to 1 week
before meeting.
= 10 Feb 2021

Hervey Bay - YouTube

Kawana Waters - Facebook

Mooloolaba - Facebook

Nambour - YouTube

Apologies if I’ve missed anyone.

= 21 Apr 2021
= 9 June 2021
= 11 Aug 2021
= 13 Oct 2021

The Synod office has put together a list of Queensland Uniting
Church congregations live streaming available on the website.

= 1 Dec 2021
Start time: 9.30am

Presbytery committees members

I urge that petitions,
Thank you to all who have stepped into Presbytery roles to serve on our committees.
prayers, intercessions,
We welcome:
and thanksgiving be
offered for all those in
Presmin: Graham Huth (from Feb 1)
authority, so that we
SC Chairperson: Liena Hoffman
may lead tranquil and
Secretary: Naomi Cavalli
quiet lives in all
Treasurer: Peter Mortimer
godliness and dignity.
Mission Engagement Officer: Phil Smith
Property Committee: Liena Hoffman
Standing Committee: Phil Smith; Liena Hoffman; Susan Mortimer; Sue Mulcahy; Presmin, Pres Chair, Pres Secretary;
Pres Treasurer,
Pastoral Relations Committee: Phil Smith, Sue Mulcahy; Liena Hoffman, Rob Salter; Tanya Richards, Presmin, Pres
Chair, Pres Secretary; Pres Treasurer
Please pray for the members of these committees as they carry out the work of the Presbytery on our behalf.
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The SSC on Shared life flourishing communities.mp4

“As a whole church, we are going to work on this together”.
Watch this video to find out why the Synod Standing Committee are excited by the initiatives presented in the Shared life flourishing communities progress report.
You can read the report in full here or visit the Plenty website for more information.
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Project Plenty update
Project Plenty seeks to support and resource the priority directions which the whole UCA has identified for its
life across Qld in the coming years. Those directions gather around four pillars – discipleship, transforming
communities, fit for purpose, and life together (one church).
Videos are being produced which share what is already happening across the church, to stimulate imagination
in other contexts. Check out this growing video collection grouped around the four themes. Could you play
one in worship, or at Church Council, or in home groups, as a catalyst for thinking about new possibilities in
your space?

. Join the Plenty Facebook group.

Coronavirus (COVID-19) update
The Synod website continues to be updated with a range of information and resources to
support you including the latest information to presbyteries and congregations.
If you have any questions or concerns, please speak to your congregational COVID Advisor or
contact the Synod COVID-19 team via email COVID19@ucaqld.com.au
To receive updates please email and request your email be added to the email list.

Please pray for our chaplains
= Ps Barbara Betts (Kingaroy)
= Ps Natalie Roy (Caloundra)
= Narelle Cramb (Sunshine Coast North)
= Ps Sandra Keay (Hervey Bay)
= Rev Anna Ashby (Buderim)
= Ps Theo Masselos (Buderim)
= Rev Tanya Richards (SCUH)
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= Pastor Peter Pearson

(Bundaberg)
= Ps Leanda Campbell

(Maryborough)
= Rev James Stevenson
(Buderim)
= Kate Grieve (Maleny)
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UNITING CARE

The annual appeal has been launched to support families in need this Christmas who have been
cared for by UnitingCare Family and Disability Services. There are a number of ways your congregation can get involved to bring some peace and hope to the most vulnerable this Christmas.
Giving tree
Host a gift or food drive
Fundraise and donate to the Christmas Appeal.
For more information, please contact Lidija Judd or click here for more information and resources.

Easter Madness 2022 is happening and the Moreton Rivers Presbytery want to thank you for your continued
support in our youth and young adults of our churches.
Please consider sponsoring camper/s or donating to Easter Madness 2022 to make it a unforgettable event for
them.
Click here for more information.
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PRESBYTERY REPORT FROM HELEN STAINES
for Mary-Burnett Presbytery newsletter
There are some things that must happen at meetings and these can be fairly mundane, but to plan for
other speakers to share internal works as well as outreach, certainly requires expertise and knowledge.
From sharing Rev Ray drive around the Presbytery (well, on the map, anyway) to Rev Linda’s update
on the very important UnitingCare happenings, there is so much to learn and to appreciate, and to
share with our congregations. A
Living-in Presbytery gathering certainly provides for a lot more getting to know people, as we have
worshipped together, prayed together, talked and laughed together, and even cried together! As we go
into 2022, there is so much to thank God for.
We have a new Presbytery Minister, a new Chairperson, new Ministers at Nambour and the Burnett
network of Churches.
Each person will do things differently to the last, but they come to us with lots of talent, so let us embrace that. Happy and blessed Christmas Season.
Helen Staines, Secretary, Presbytery representative,
Nambour Uniting Church
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On the 21st November BELLS Faith Community hosted a Thank You Service to show our
appreciation to Caloundra Uniting Church for stepping out in faith some 7 years ago to explore a new expression of Church… and so out the front of the local pizza place in Bellvista,
BELLS was formed.
It was a joyous and reflective night full of memories of the last 7 years – and a challenge
from Ps Phil Smith that the job is far from over – God still has much for us to do in our community.
The Service was followed by a lovely fellowship Meal and a cake to mark the occasion.
We are grateful for Caloundra’s vision and their continued support for BELLS.
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Fun Facts!
Which verse is at the exact centre of the Bible?

It is better to trust in the Lord, than to put confidence in man
Psalm 118:8

Resources for digital
ministry
Resources for digital ministry are available
on the Synod's coronavirus website including:
• Copyright fact sheet
• Church social media 101 fact sheet
• Facebook for church fact sheet
• Facebook live fact sheet
• Audio of the social media discussion hosted by the Presbytery of The Downs (video
coming soon).

Please submit your congregations’
activities to:
admin@maryburnettpres.org.au
What do you have for inclusion in the
monthly Presbytery Newsletter.





Events
Book or Film Reviews
Relevant interesting items
Photo’s

Newsletter deadline is 25th of the month.
*Articles are subject to approval.

Have you given or received a random act of kindness?
Tell me about it - what was it? how was it received? Did anything else happen?
I once helped a lady who tried to buy a $1 loaf of bread on card, she didn’t have the money in
her account and started walking out without it - I called her back and paid for it. Only a small
thing, but she was grateful. - Kylie Aalbers

Page 9

M A R Y B U R NE T T PR E S B Y T E R Y

CHRISTMAS CARDS THAT HELP OTHERS
UNITING WORLD

Have you heard about the wonderful success of letter writing projects to lift spirits in lockdown? Worldwide
there's been a surge in love for hands-on written communication, and we've got a beautiful selection of Christmas Cards to help you get on board. Proceeds from the sale of the cards contribute to building hope and ending
poverty - win win!

You can now pre-order Christmas cards for 2021.
E-card and print-at-home versions of all products are also available
Our new Everything in Common gifts are available now to order online, and your very own copy of the catalogue
should be arriving in your letter box this week. Check out some highlights below.
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UNITING WORLD
Looking for more ways to share the love this Christmas?
Why not help out by running an Everything in Common stall or becoming an advocate for the gifts?
There is an intriguing video to get you inspired - watch and download it by clicking here!
I know it must feel a bit crazy to be thinking about it already, but I really hope you're looking forward to
Christmas this year and that our new gifts can be part of the love for you and your family.
Love and thanks,
Cath
Everything in Common Team at UnitingWorld.

Frontier Services
Frontier Services 2021 Christmas
Cards are here
This year, Frontier Services has collaborated with a number of talented photographers to create their 2021 Christmas
Cards, capturing the grit and emotion of
outback Australia. Support Frontier Services while you exchange gifts with your
friends and family. Funds raised provide direct support to our friends in regional and remote Australia! Order on
our website or call 1300 787 247.
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Dates for your Diary
2022 PRESBYTERY MEETINGS

= 12 Mar - Nambour UC
= 23 Jul - Maryborough UC
= 11-13 Nov - Live in at Camp Pialba
Start time: 9.00am
2022 STANDING COMMITTEE, COMBINED & PASTORAL
RELATIONS COMMITTEE MEETINGS AT GRUC

= 10 Feb 2021
= 21 Apr 2021
= 9 June 2021
= 11 Aug 2021
= 13 Oct 2021

CODE OF ETHICS TRAINING

Online version available here To be completed
with 2 or more people together. Then send
completed certificates to
admin@maryburnettpres.org.au
RETREAT
INDUCTIONS, COMMISSIONINGS, SERVICES OF
CONCLUSION
= 22 Jan - Rev Maile Molitika - Nambour UC
= 12 Feb - Rev Dave Ellis - Gayndah UC (BNOC)
= 11 Mar - Presmin Ps Graham Huth - Nambour
FINANCE, INVESTMENT & PROPERTY (FIP)
MEETINGS

= 1 Dec 2021
Start time: 9.30am

SYNOD
= 13-17 May 2022

2022 ZONE MEETINGS
Inland Zone Meeting (Not scheduled)
Northern Zone Meeting (Not scheduled)
MANDATORY REPORTING TRAINING (Ministry Agents)

Ministry Agents – Initial training – Module 1 online,
Module 2 face to face,
Module 3 Online. – Begin cycle again
SAFE MINISTRY WITH CHILDREN TRAINING
(Not scheduled)

For you make me glad by your
deeds, Lord; I sing for joy at what
your hands have done. How great
are your works, Lord, how profound
your thoughts!
Psalm 92:4-5 (NIV)

www.maryburnett
pres.org.au
Are your details on our
website correct?
Please email changes to
admin@maryburnettpres.org.au

MARY BURNETT PRESBYTERY
WHO ARE WE?
The Presbytery, as a Council of delegates from congregations and agencies, are disciples witnessing the love and
transformation of Jesus in order to better serve our ministry agents, congregations and other places of ministry
within its bounds.
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Presbytery Contacts
PS Graham Huth (Presbytery Minister)
Starting Feb 1st 2022
presmin@maryburnettpres.org.au
0456 556 528
Mrs Naomi Cavalli (Secretary)
secretary@maryburnettpres.org.au
0401 161 165
Rev Dr Liena Hoffman (Chairperson)
Hoffman.caritas@gmail.com
M: 0490 421 874
Kylie Aalbers (Admin Officer)
admin@maryburnettpres.org.au
PO Box 284, Nambour, 4560
0417 509 433
Peter Mortimer (Treasurer)
peteramortimer@gmail.com
M: 0477 642 251
Rev Dr Liena Hoffman (Property Officer)
Hoffman.caritas@gmail.com - 0490 421 874
Sue Mulcahy (Safe People, Safe Environment)
sue@qmp.net.au
0403 052 123

STANDING COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Presmin
Rev Stuart Bosch
Pastor Phil Smith
Mrs Naomi Cavalli (Secretary)
Rev Liena Hoffman (Chair)
Mr Peter Mortimer (Treasurer)
Mrs Susan Mortimer
Mrs Sue Mulcahy
PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Presmin
Pastor Phil Smith
Rev Stuart Bosch
Mrs Naomi Cavalli
Rev Liena Hoffman
Mrs Sue Mulcahy
Mr Rob Salter
Rev Tanya Richards
PERIOD OF DISCERNMENT COORDINATORS
– Inland Zone
Nigel Rogers – Southern Zone 07 3377 9952
– Northern Zone
POSTAL ADDRESS OF THE PRESBYTERY
Presbytery Admin
Mary Burnett Presbytery
PO Box 133, Moffat Beach, Qld 4551

Ps Phil Smith (Mission Engagement Officer)
mission@maryburnettpres.org.au - 0414 823 125
Rev Dr Schalk Pienaar (Professional Supervision)
pienaarschalk@yahoo.com
(07) 5493 8739
Deacon Rob Evans (Retired Ministers)
robnbete38@gmail.com
Home: (07) 4306 7231
M: 0407 530 600
Inland Zone Coordinator
Secretary: Mr Ron Mason
rmason5@bigpond.com

Copyright ©2015 HarperCollins Christian Publishing
WORK DAYS
Phil’s day off is Saturday. Liena’s is Friday
Whilst Phil & Liena may check messages and respond to urgent requests, please leave non-urgent matters for their work
days. Thank you.
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